Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 ROME 04470 1003 17Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 USlA-06 
OES-07 10-13 /081 W 

047007 110949Z/23 

R091803ZMAR 78 
EM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1 196 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USMISSION USNATO 

SECRET ROME 4470 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IT, PINT 

SUBJ: SOVIET APPROACH TO ITALIANS ON SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION 

AN ITALIAN OFEICIAL HAS INFORMED US THAT SEVERAL WEEKS 
AGE THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR AND HIS CULTURAL ATTACHE SOUGHT 
AN APPOINTMENT WITH MINISTER PEDINI WHO IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH. THE SOVIETS WERE NOT RE- 
CEIVED BY PEDINI BUT BY HIS CHEF DE CABINET, A CIVIL 
SERVANT. THE SOVIETS REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THEY WERE 
CONCERNED AND UNHAPPY THAT THE ITALIAN-SOVIET SCIENTIFIC 
COOPERATION IS VIRTUALLY NIL AND OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE. 

THEY EXPRESSED A DESIRE TO CHANGE THAT SITUATION AND 
TO UNDERTAKE JOINT SCIENTIFIC PROJECTS OF SUBSTANTIVE 
IMPORTANCE. THEY EXPRESSED PARTICULAR INTEREST IN 
SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION IN SPACE-RELATED MATTERS, 

ESPECIALLY (A) TELEVISION COMMUNICATIONS BY SATELLITE; 

B) REMOTE SENSING; C) COOPERATIVE USE OF EARTH STATIONS 
AND EXCHANGE OF TECHNICAL DATA RECEIVED BY THEM; 

D) PHYSICS (UNSPECIFIED); AND E) SOLID PROPELLANTS 
FOR ROCKETS, WHICH ARE REPORTEDLY MANUFACTURED IN ITALY 
BY SNIA VISCOSA UNDER A CLASSIFIED CONTRACT WITH THE 
ITALIAN MILITARY. THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 ROME 04470 1003 17Z 

REPLIED TO THE SOVIET APPROACH AND THERE ARE ALLEGEDLY 
SHARP DIFFERENCES OE OPINION WITHIN THZNITALIAN ESTAB- 
LISHMENT AS TO WHETHER OR NOT TO ACCEPT THE SOVIET 
INVITATION ON NAY OF THE PROPOSED TOPICS. GARDNER 
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